
ACULYN™ Rheology Modifier Product Selection Guide
More Than Just a Thickener

Personal Care Solutions

Skin Care/
Body Care Guide* Suspension Viscosity Build Emulsifier Free

Creams 1–3% Aculyn™ 22
1–2% Aculyn™ 28

3–6% Aculyn™ 88

Lotions 1–2% Aculyn™ 22
1–2% Aculyn™ 28

2–3% Aculyn™ 88

Shower Gels 5–8% Aculyn™ 38
4–8% ACULYN™ Excel

2–4% Aculyn™ 22
3–5% Aculyn™ 28

Foaming Facial 
Cleansers

5–8% Aculyn™ 38
4–8% ACULYN™ Excel

3–4% Aculyn™ 28
3–5% Aculyn™ 88

5% Aculyn™ 22
3–5% Aculyn™ 88

Liquid Antiperspirants 1–5% Aculyn™ 44

Alpha Hydroxy Acids 1–5% Aculyn™ 46N

Hydroalcoholic 
Hand Sanitizers

5–10% Aculyn™ 38
5–10% Aculyn™ 88

Sun Care 
Guide* Suspension Viscosity Build Emulsifier Free

Creams 4–6% Aculyn™ 38 2–4% Aculyn™ 22
2–5% Aculyn™ 38

3–6% Aculyn™ 88

Lotions 3–5% Aculyn™ 38 2–4% Aculyn™ 22
2–5% Aculyn™ 28

2–3% Aculyn™ 88

Sprays 2–3% Aculyn™ 38 1–2% Aculyn™ 38

Hair Styling* Bubble Suspension Rich Feel Emulsifier Free

Gels in Jars/Tubes 6% Aculyn™ 88
5–6% Aculyn™ 88+
0.2–0.5% Laponite

4–6% Aculyn™ 88 4–6% Aculyn™ 28

Sprays 1–2% Aculyn™ 38 3–4% Aculyn™ 28
4–6% Aculyn™ 38

Hair Colorants* Viscosity Build

2-Part Hair Dyes (developer phase) 5–15% Aculyn™ 38
5–10% Aculyn™ 88

Hair Care 
(Shampoos & 
Conditioners) 
Guide* Suspension Low Viscosity High Viscosity

Shampoos 5–7% Aculyn™ 38
4–8% Aculyn™ Excel

2–4% Aculyn™ 22
2% Aculyn™ 38

4–8% Aculyn™ 22
4–8% Aculyn™ 28

Baby Shampoos 3–5% Aculyn™ 22 5–7% Aculyn™ 28

Sulfate-free Shampoos 4–8% ACULYN™ Excel 3–4% Aculyn™ 22 4–5% Aculyn™ 22

Conditioners 1–2% Aculyn™ 46N 3–5% Aculyn™ 46N

*Dosages Rates: % polymer as supplied



Physical and Chemical  
Characteristics ACULYN™ Excel Aculyn™ 22 Aculyn™ 28 Aculyn™ 38 Aculyn™ 44 Aculyn™ 46N Aculyn™ 88

Description
•	 Excellent suspension 

for clear cleansing 
formulations

•	 Very good thickener 
for non-sticky  
gel texture

•	 Primary emulsifier 
in surfactant-free 
emulsions

•	 General purpose  
thickener

•	 Excellent polymeric 
emulsifier

•	 Excellent suspension 
for thin pour 
formulations

•	 Compatible with 
cationics

•	 Compatible with  
cationics

•	 Very good 
suspension in 
high viscosity 
formulations

•	 Very good polymeric 
emulsifier

Associative character None High Very High None High High Very High

Ionicity Anionic Anionic Anionic Anionic Nonionic Nonionic Anionic

% solids 31 30 20 29 35 19 29

pH 3.5 2.7 3 3 8.5 6–8 3.8

INCl Name Acrylates 
Copolymer

Acrylates /  
Steareth-20 
Methacrylate  
Copolymer

Acrylates /  
Beheneth-25 
Methacrylate  
Copolymer

Acrylates /  
Vinyl Neodecanoate  

Crosspolymer 

PEG-150 /  
Decyl Alcohol /  
SMDI Copolymer

PEG-150 /  
Stearyl Alcohol / 
SMDI Copolymer

Acrylates /  
Steareth-20 
Methacrylate  
Crosspolymer
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